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internal harmony and the small amount of white influence. The
two facts are of course interrelated, but part of the peacefulness of the
Navaho Mountain Navaho is also due to everybody's being related
, to everybody else, which, among The People, reduces overt hostility
and increases a tendency toward cooperation. Moreover, they are
isolated by deep canyons and other geographical barriers from most
other Navahos.
The small degree of white contact results from the isolated loca-
tion. It is 175 miles from the nearest town on the railroad, and a part
of the last 65 miles of "automobile road" is simply a trail marked
with white paint across the rocks. This circumstance has been par-
tially counterbalanced in recent years by the fact that travelers are
attracted to the area to see Rainbow Bridge in the canyons north of
Navaho Mountain. However, until 1925 there was not even a wagon
road to the base of the Mountain. Before that the closest trading
store was 60 miles away by a trail so narrow at one point that wagons
had to be taken apart, carried piece by piece up a steep defile, and
reassembled.
No trading post was established in the immediate vicinity until
1928; no permanent post until 1932. Three traders and their families
have done business at the Mountain at different times, and since the
day school was built in 1936 there have been three teachers in succes-
sion. Other white contacts occur with the people who run the out-
fitting post for parties to Rainbow Bridge, and with occasional gov-
ernmental and other visitors.
While the number of white people is small, the Navahos have a
much more intimate relationship with them here than at either Ship-
rock or Ramah. One bit of evidence of this is the fact that Navaho
Mountain women have learned to make yeast bread to bake in their
three-legged iron Dutch ovens; this has never happened at Ramah,
so far as is known, and is probably very rare at Shiprock, The fact
that the white wife of the trader at Navaho Mountain at the time of
the study had grown up among Navahos and spoke their language
fluently was partly responsible for the intimacy of Navahos and white
people at the Mountain.
Given the isolation, the peripheral location, and the unusually high
degree of blood interrelationship, it is not surprising that this re-
search group is characterized by conservatism and a "back-woodsy"
flavor.